Solubilization of drugs in dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO) before the determination of their antimicrobial activity is a common practice in the pharmaceutical industry. Since DMSO (Crown Zellerbach, Camas, Wash.) has been shown to possess bacteriostatic properties (2-4), a systematic documentation of its antimicrobial spectrum and level of activity was indicated.
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Conventional, serial twofold tube dilution tests were performed with double-strength Penassay Broth (Difco) for most bacteria and fungi; thioglycolate broth was used for Clostridia; Kirchner's medium (1) 
